














USER REVIEWS

C-3A With NMHZ System

We have just acquired a new C-3A with the
new single-sided faster siemens floppy
drives and the two MHz 6502 chip. Our
experiences have been almost universally
positive. FDUMP was the first program we
tried with the new machine, since we had
noticed it was slow with the old one MHz
system. Wow! our terminal is set at 9600
baud, and the high speed system almost
kept up with it. Other loops which BASIC
seemed to spend interminable amounts of
time in now run, not surprisingly, twice
as fast. File creation, file loading,
master file merge: all run quite noticably
faster. In fact, it makes the difference
between almost unacceptably slow and
quite fast enough, thank you. We are
delighted with the operating system, very
happy to have the chip running at
something like its potential speed, and
have not noticed any disturbing bugs in
the software.

However, the rescnance we were warned
about in the disk drive stepping motor is
quite noticable. We have tried POKEs to
BEXEC*, the CHANGE for the "adaptive
stepping rate" suggested in a Tecent
technical newsletter, and still find that
when we boot up, there is sometimes an
alarming vibration from drive A. We
are still working on it, and will publish
the definitive answer in a future issue of
PEEK (65), if someone sends it into us.

This is our first C-3. That means that it
is our first opportunity to try 2Z-80
software. We have been in touch with
Lifeboat Associates in New York, and find
them quite helpful. We were particularly

curious about Wordstar. The polite
receptionist put us on the phone with
Phillip somebodyorother, a lifeboat

Programmer and OSI technical rep. He said
there might be a problem driving our NEC
Spi.writer with wordstar, but he would
write us a note about what to do. At
first, I was a little disappointed that
he didn't simply tell me what to do on
the phone; but when a machine language
source code for a CA-6 output driver

arrived in the mail a few days later, I
was quite happy. Herewith the routine for
anyone else in the same position.

ORG  100H

’

LOOP: CALL 1INl ;GET ONE
AND  7FH ;STRIP
MOV  C,A ;FOR OUT
CALL OUT1
JMP  LOOP

INl LDA OFBO5H
RAR
XTHL
XTHL
JNC INl
LDA 05BO3H
STA OFBO7E ;CLEAR ?
RET

H
OUTL:
LDA OFBOSH

XTHL

XTHL

JNC  OUTL
MOV  A,C
STA  OFBO4H

END LOOP1

The ORG address should probably be BF29H
and, of course a JMP will have to be
inserted in the JMP TABLE at BEOFH.

try this out and let us all know how it
works.

0S-DMS Payroll Package

I have been amazed by the 0S-DMS modules as
we have implemented them. Sometimes we are
amazed at how s 1 o w 1 y some of the loops
run; sometimes we are amazed at what OSI ha
done with BASIC and really a few utilities
which keep coming up in module after module
Sometimes, we find we have to modify many a
program quite heavily to make them fit well
together; the payroll package was one of the
best yet. About all we had to do was con-
vert the state tax section from Ohio state
tax rates to our state tax rates, and it was
ready to run. We do plan to add a section,
perhaps two, to do 941's and accumulate two
or three more totals, but it was really use-
ful just like it came out of the box.



0osio

THE ORGANIZATION FOR OWNERS
OF OHI0 SCIENTIFIC COMPUTERS

By Wallace Kendall

0S10 is a nonprofit educational
organization incorporated in the District
of Columbia. The formation of other
chapters in other areas is encouraged.

The organization grew out of a love-hate
relationship with Ohio Scientific. All of
us had bought a computer from O0SI (and
many had bought more than ome). Early in
1979, about forty of us got together and
learned:

First, each of us had studied the market
carefully before buying O0SI equipment.
Fach thought he or she had chosen the best
equipment available at the time for the
price. Nearly all still think so, and our
number has grown steadily.

Second, no one was satisfied with the O0SI
documentation, nearly all had tried
without success to get more information,
and a few were exceedingly annoyed over
their inability to get  answers to
questions they considered absolutely vital
to the operation of their OSI equipment or
the proper running of their OSI software.

Now, to keep the matter in perspective, it
must be admitted that the purchase of a
computer does not entitle the purchaser to
a university course in computer science to
be administered by phone or mail by the

manufacturer or over the counter by a
dealer. There is indeed a limit to the
amount of assistance the conscientious
manufacturer or dealer can provide.

0SI0, as an organization of many OSI
owners in many states, can expect a little
more assistance from Ohio Scientific than
an individual owner could expect, and of
course, it will make available to its
members whatever assistance it does
receive. Further, and perhaps even more
important, among the OSI owners there are
many highly qualified scientists,
programmers, and technicians who are
"amateurs" only in the sense that they
enjoy working with their own equipment,
expanding what might have been considered
its limits, and are willing to spend some
time teaching and helping other OSI users.

A membership directory 1is planned. We
hope in some way to arrange that a member
who has a certain piece of equipment may
learn what other members also have the
same equipment, and how he can get im
touch with any who live nearby. We will
study ways of accomplishing this without
broadcasting the information widely to
people who have no need to know.

OSIO dues are $15 per year. By special
arrangement, you can join OSI0 and
subscribe to PEEK (65) for a special
combined price of only $20. If you want to
take advantage of this special offer,
send $20 to PEEK(65), 62 Southgate Ave.,
Annapolis, Md. 21401.

[ ] Please send PEEK(65). I enclose $8.00 for 12 issues.
[ 1 Please enroll me in 0SI0. I enclose $15 for 1 year membership.
[ ] Please send PEEK(65) AND enroll me in 0SIO -- special price: only $20
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0SI0, the national OSI Owner's Organization, and PEEK(65) BOTH need your
support. Please join, subscribe, send ideas, articles, PEEKs and POKEs
you have discovered, software you would like to share or sell and letters!!
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