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For the two or three of you out there who
haven't figured it out yet, | produce
PEEK[65] on an Appie Macintosh
computer. The reasons are many. This
issue brings with it the culmination of my
first year as owner/editor/chief cook and
bottle-washer. My plan all along has
been to bring the best tools to bear on
this job. About 90% of them have now
come into fruition. :

Every issue prior to this one required
that | make hard-copies of every article
on a dot-matrix printer, and armed with all
of that paper, | would literally cut and
paste the articles onto a huge guide
sheet that held two pages of PEEK. But
in order to do this, | first had to measure
each article, diagram, and advertisement
and draw mock-ups of each page belore
| went to the light table to make the real
masters. Printing out miles of articles
and pasting snippets of paper onto these
big guide sheets was extremely time
consuming. It was the best method for
producing the magazine | had until now.

This month my printer got an Apple
LaserWriter Plus. That accounts for the
improvements in the lettering you see
here. In addition, | got a copy of some
page-composition software for the Mac.
Combined, these two tools reduced the
time it tock to produce this issue by at
least 40%. Next month, it will surely be
even more helptul since I've now worked
with these things long enough to know
what works and what doesnt.

OK, so why then did it take 2 months to
get this issue out again? Mostly it was
my fault. 1 just got out and out swamped
by end of the year details. But since it
was my fault, | made this issue larger
{and intend to continue to do so) and
didn't make it ancther of my imfamous
"double issues”. | hope you'll accept my
apologies. You will see another issue of
PEEK within 30 days. That issue willbe a
double issue - January and February, but
you should never see another now that
the production headaches have been so
largely reduced.
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Of course, 1 still desparately need your
help. PEEK[65] is a users' journal. {
depend on you to continue to supply me
with articles and programs to publish. If
you check out the 1986 Index in this
issue, you'll see that only a handful of
people have really been consistent
contributors. | have yel o see an QS|
owner who hasn't written at least one
program on his own. If every one of you
would send in a program with just a short
description of it, PEEK[65)} wouild double
in length overnight. It doesn't need to be
a new program. It doesn't need to be a
super-spectacular  program. Charnces
are that you have solved a problem that
has been stumping someone else for
ages, even if the original intent of your
program decesn't match that of the
reader's, it can still be a Godsend. So
send 'em in boys and girls. We all depend
on each other here.

In other news, Paul Chidley and David .

Livesay are both very close to being
able to announce their 65816 CPU
boards. As soon as the details and
prices are fixed, I'l be announcing them
here. | am confident that wifl happen next
month. DBl is producing their board now
for the higher-end users and | hear that
their doing well. DBI has been hard at
work on the software side for their
implimentaticn. Only time will tell if their
efforts will benefit video system owners
aswell, but [ am hopeful.

I had a nice conversation with the
Canadian firm of Becterm. They have
been associated with the OS| world for a
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very long time, although 1 suspect most
U.S. users and dealers arent aware of
them. The article on page seven of this
issue discusses some of their systems
and what they've been doing with them.
You dealers out there whe need a multi-
user system with more capacity should
certainly check out Becterm.

On the home front, we have a lot of great
stuff this month. Former editor Eddie
Gieske shows some of the pitfalls of
using serial devices to enter data into
your OSl. George Jennings graciously
donated a technique that solve a
problem that | know a lot of dealers have
been struggling with - how to get a
client's system to reboot via modem.
Hardware fanatics will enjoy Dave
Livesay's article on adding high-density
drives to your OSI system. Dale King
discusses the nuts and bolts of
mortgages and annuities, providing
some very helpful software along the
way. John Horemans of TOSIE
demonstrales how he improved the
BASIC additions that come with Generic
Computer  Products' Color+  board.
Finally, | begin a two-part aricle on a full-
screen disk file editor for 05-65U.

Finally, don't forget that we are still alive
and well on CompuServe. CompuSarve
gives you instant access to the OSI
community around the world. If you got
lost in the shuffle, you'll find us by
entering "GO CLUB" at any "I prompt.
We populate section 8 of the Computer
Club Forum.
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